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AMUSEMENTS XHI8 AFTERNOON AND EVENINU.

BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway, uo*r Broome
Etrael..Masai-pa.

WOOD'S THEATRE. Broad* ir, opposite (In St. Nicholas
Holel.Imk Elvka-Ckuasiku the Lisa Matinee At J%
o'Oloek.

TONY PASTOR'S OPE It HO'JtR. 101 Bowerr .Mint.
iru, Dajicidu. Bcjbi.b««ii'es Ac..Tub Outcast oi KilUHMir.Maimer .I o'clock.

SAN FRANCISCO M1NSTREL8. 685 Broadway, oppo.lte
M<*tn>p<'lit hi Hotel..Ethiopian Simoibo, Damciao, Ac..
Juu Hnriius and 11 is Hitrr.

OEoror cnRISrx'9.Ol» ^oami or Htrmmr,
Bali.a us. Musical .ems, Ac.. Fifth Avenue Odbi-a Hone,
Bos. i «»d * Weat Tweniy-iourlu street..l'jtiau firs.-,
ok tua Mam About Tow*.

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS. Meoiantoa' Hall. 47! BroslwayNkUBO COMUXALITIMS, BuBLESOUBA. Ac.Tus LrAKMD
Elephant.

IRVINO n.tLIi, Irving place .Okand Cohpliuentabt
('oncebt to Waltbb Kukebl JOBNIOH.

COLBY'S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklrn..ErmoriAJf Xi»
0BBLAT.HA! liAne. BUBIESQURS aIIII PaNTUSIEAC

BROOKLYN ATHEN-EUM.Blind Toil's Second Concert.Matinee At Three o'clock.

DU99ELDORF OALLERY. 625 Broadway..1'aintiho Or
TUB VALLAT ATI ClTT Or mexico.

COOPER INSTITUTE. Astor Plase.Ds. Coi.ton's
Lbctues oh Nitrous Oxide Oas.

NEW YORK MUSE I'M OF ANATOMY, 618 Brnadway.Opcofrom 10 A. M. till 10 P. M.

HOMKRVILLK ART OALLERY, 815 Broadway.Mr.
We. Hiiadiouu's 1'ictubk, "Sbalbks Crushed ur Icebekus."
TD TDT T? QII1?T?T
ilUA JJXi U JLJ. WXJ 1.
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TO ADVERTISERS.
Advertisements to insure a proper classification

sliould 1)0 brought in t oforc hair past eight o'clocV
In the eveqjg£.
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C0NGRES8. I
In the Fenate yesterday a bill changing the time of

'holding the United States Courts In Virginia to the flrst
Monday In May and Decemb r was passed. The b II to
establish a system of quarantine was passed, with an

amondmeut striking out the words ' President of the
United Statps" wher-ver they occur and inserting '-the
Secretary of the Treasury." The bill to prcrcut smugglingon the Northern frontier was passed. The President'smessage returning tho Colorado ndra ssion bill
without his signature, and Inclosing his objections, was

rcoelved, but the rcuding of it was postponed until this
morning.

In the House a joint resolution relative to the appointmentsto West Point was passed. The bills appended to
the report of the Reconstruction Committee wer) mode
special orders for the 29th and 30th inst. Tho Dili
amending the organic acts of certain Territories was

pa-sed. Tho Tax bill was then considered and Bevcral
verbal and unimportant amendments insortod.

THE CITY.
A grand Fenian demonstration took place at Jones'

Wood yesterday In honor of the arrival of James

Htnphons, C. O. K. B. About flftoen tho isand persons
nnH Vfe fliAithnna in n lnntr «nrtT_h_ ffavfi

detailed account of the operation!) of the organization
from Its Inception to the prewnt time, and at Its close

Stat d that the object of his visit to America was for the

ptrposoof restoring harmony and nulon between the
two fictions, and promised that active operations would
commence In Ireland for Its liberation from English
rule before the cloeo or the present year. Tho greatest
enthusiasm prevailed, and Mr. Stephens received a most
rordal welcome from the vast assemblage Mr. Stephenswas tho only speaker, and on the conclusion of
bis remarks the andienro dispersed.
The Hoard of Health met yesterday. From the reports

of tho Sanitary Superintendent and the Buroau of Vital
Statistics.wh ch will be found In the proceedings.It
will be soon that the work of sanitary reform is being
pressed forwnrd w!lh visor, and a markod decrease In

the weekly mortuary report Is noted as among tho gratifyingresults which have been attalnod. Tho Governor's

proclamation was also received, which grants th< addl
lional powers asked for by the Board to remove the undergroundcellar population and execute such other
measure* as they may deem necessary for the preservationof health.

At the meeting of the Board of Excise yest -rdar afternoonAve hundred additional licenses were granted, of
which number ninety-one wore f r Brooklyn. An In-

tcrcstlug correvpoiuiCDco «nit-u mm pnrn imwn u mo

District Attorney and President Suhulix In relation to

the application of the latter for permission for the Attorney
of the Kiclae Board to appear before Justice Lodwithfor the prosecution of certain persons recently arrestedfor violation of that law, will bo found In another

column.
The Board of Supervisors mot yesterday. Supervisor

Ely moved that if the Uovernor should deem It necessaryto Oil the vacancy occasioned hy the death of CoronerCollin before the next election, that he be solicited
to appoint I)r. William Schirmer to the ottlee, as he waa

the candidate at the last election who received the largest
vote except that {iron Coroner Collin. The motion was

lost An Invitation to attend the Fenian demonstration
in Jones' Weod was accepted. The Board then adjourned
till Tuesday next nt two o'clock P. If.
The trial of Dr. Uenry OU<> Clans for the murder of

Charles Carson, at a "free and eaxy," In West Thirty-sixth
street, in December last, was resumed yesterday. Testimonyfor the defence was Introduced for the purpose of

Showing that tbe fatal blow was inflicted In self defence.
The summing np will lake place to-day, Mr. dunning 0.
B dford appearing for the prorecutioa and James T Brady
for the aeeua <d.
An action was tried In the Court of Common Plena,

before Judge Cardoso, yesterday, on n prom«*o-y note

alleged to hare been made by Mr. Wm. 0. D. Mcintosh,
a Hon in-law of Commodore 8b ubrick. The considerationmoney waa advanced by Mr. John R Ford to pay
the expenses of a trip to China, which Mr. Mcintosh waa

advtved to take for the benefit of bis heal lb. Mr.
Mcintosh dying la China, kit brother, Angus, was sned
as endorser of the note, and a verdict was given in favor

««lsln»lir f..» »l.n r..lt amnnnf olslmm/f

The Tilt divorce call again occupied the attention of
Judge Barnard yesterday in the Supreme Court, Chamber*On a motion made to compel the defendant to
(lie security for alimony and the atpenae* of the milt
Judge Barnard granted an order directing the Sheriff to
bold the defendant to ball in the hid of ten thotuand
dollar*, on affidavit* allowing that he had threatened to
eell out hie property and leave the Plate.
aril eulta hare been mmwnred In the Supreme

Court by the City Railroad Companlea agalnit eereral
of the linker* who attacked driver* during the late
disturbance*, and order* of arraal bava been teaued
again at them.
A can* wae up before Jndg* Barnard yeaterday, in

the Supreme Court, Chamber*, which developed aome

painful facta. Th# oomplalnant I* Mia* Kate Buateed,
who allege* that In March l*«t ah* wm married to a

young man named Jamea T. Wilson. and that ahe suite*qnontlyascertained b# had a with In Brbtol, England.
She la the niece of Judge Buateed, formerly of this city.
A divorce he* been granted between the partiee on the
alleged eonolvance of the defendant, who took thli
con me, a* II appeared, Iff ffrder to sere hlmaelf from I

criminal proeecnlleo. An application baa been mad* bj
th* father of tbo lady to aet aalda tb* decree. Furthet
bearing In th* rase waa aet down for Thursday naxt
Ann* Blrdaal, a waiter girl la th* Caatno saloon nnd*

the St. Nicholaa Hotel, wae awarded on* hundred am

Sfly dollar* and roete against tb* keeper of tb* aalooo
'

to the Mann* Court, before Judge <3roe*, yeaterday
Tb* proprietor, it waa alleged, beat bar and charged he
with keeping aome of the tickets she had received.
Judgment for Are hundred dollars waff awarded h

Leopold Hera la tb* Mart** Court bsfhr* Judge Gross

iffHrsw. ege nw Aathoay Borer, who It waa plltg*
¥
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had wrongfully detained certain article* of gold and

ver belonging to tb® plelntiflt
Peter A. Builey. formally a member of the Metropoll- (

tan Policet entered UH fetbSf's m
in*, and, drawing a ptewi oil hl®> pulled the trigner;
but it miae -d Are. A struggle ensueu Stw|dB fathe."
and son, when the former secured the pistol and gar*
his son in obarge of the polioe. He pleaded guilty to asaauliwith Intent to kill, and was committed.
The t'unard steamship Java, from Queenstown May t,

is due at this port with European news two days later.
The do* new steamship Merrimac, commanded by

Captain Edward Tan Sice, now belonging to the North
American Lloyd's line, will sail to-morrow, 17th Inst., at

noon, from pier M North river, for Bremen via Cowes.
The mails for the German States and the northern part
of Europe will close at the Post Office at half-past ten in

the morning.
Three ferry leases between this city and the Jersey

shore, for ton years, with dock privileges on this side,
were sold yesterday. Oue of them is to be a new fsrry,
which, it is alleged, will run to Hoboken in connection
with the one to Fort Lee.
The annual election of officer* of the Mercantile Library

Association took place at Clinton Hall yesterday.
A woman of lutcmperata habits, named Caroline

Southcrland, was put in n cell In a station bouse on Mondayevening, and on Tu-aday was fonnd dead.
Tbe stock market was strong yesterday. Governments

were quiet snd steady. Gold weakened and closed at

129X.
There was not a great deal or activity in trade circles

yesterday, yet tbore was considerable buoyancy, espe
ci-v ... . ,Kln» vara

ciuny id imjwnni giiuu;*, nm«u, no n buuvhn >«.B) ««»

boldwith firmness at full price*. Domestic produce
was irregular, end prices fluctuated considerably.
The market for beef cattle ruled Urmer under a good

demand and moderate receipts, and prices were from

>£c. to lc. per pound higher, varying from 13c. to 18c.,
with some very fair offerings at tho down town yards
as low as 11c. The bulk of the offerings sqjd at from
14c. to 17c. Milch cows were Irregular, prices varying
from (35 to $95 oach. Veals were In demand at
from Oc. to 12c., with scalluwags as low as 8c. Sheep
and lambs were stoady at from )4 to (0 a (10. Hogs
wen1 heavy and lower, varying from 10c to 10%o. Tho
total receipts were 4.UT2 beeves, 67 cows, 1,795 veals,
15,181 sheep and lambs, and about 9,000 bogs.

MISCELLANEOUS.
The President yesterday signed the hill amending tho

Ilabeas Corpus act, protecting military officers from pi.^c,
cttlons for acts done while in the execution of their
ofllrial duties.
The reception given by President Johnson and his two

daughters, at the While House last night, was one of tho
largest assemblages of rank and beauty ever seen before
in the capital. The army, tho navy, the Senate and
House, nearly every foreign nation nnd, it is estimated,
every State nnd Territory in the Union, North and South,
were represented iu the brilliant throng.
Our correspondent at Fortress Monroe savs it Is rumoredthere that Presidoui Johnson lias sent a special

message requesting a report as to the health of Joff
uavis, in consequence, ne pics mm'*, vi bwwuivu^ ui»uv i

by Secretary McC'ulloch. ,. I
Our representative, yesterday, was by invitation ad- J

milled to an Interesting and lengthy interview with
Genr-al Santa Anna The General denlod the allegations
published against liim, and utterly repudiates all connivancewith Maximilian. He Intends to despatch a

stalf officer to Juarez to-day and send a communication
to Romero explanatory of his Intentions in this country.
Zeno Bumhnm, the mock auctlonoor, has been pardonedby Governor Fenton.
The bill legalizing liquor selling was defeated In Massachusettsyesterday by a large majority.
Colonel Jacquess, or Illinois, who has been under trial

for murder, at Louisville, for the past week, was acquittedyesterday.
A fire at North Royalton, Vermont, destroyed the

house of Mr. Uurbank, on Mouday night, and lie and
two girls, ono his adopted daughter and the other a temporaryvisitor, were burned to death in the flames.
A Ore in Salom, Massachusetts, on Monday night, destroyedthe Lyndn block and other buildings, doing damageto tha araouut of seventy-live thousand dollars.

The Administration, Congress, General
Grant and the Meat Presidency.

There la a hitch between Congress and the
administration. Reconstruction >« the difficulty.
The President has adopted his plan, which is
denounced by Congtess, and Congress has proclaimedits plan, which is opposed by the President.There is an ' irrepressible conflict" betweenthe two departments, and yet the reconstructionscheme ot Congress in all its essential
features is but a rehush of the scheme of the
administration.

After sitting for fire months upon a nest full
of all sorts of reconstruction eggs, good and
l»ad, white, black, blue and speckled, the joint
Commilteo of Fifteen have hatched out the small
brood of chickens over which the Senate is
now clucking. And what are they? They embracea constitutional amendment declaring,
first, in behalf of all citizens of all races the

equal protection of the laws. This is a superfluoussafeguard, or (he Civil Rights bill is a

mockery. Secondly, where suffrage is restricted
ou account of race or color the enumeration of
the people for Congressional representation
shall be proportionately reduced. This is,substantially,the amendment auggeated months
ago by President Johnson. Thirdly, that
neither the United States nor any State shall

pay or assume any debts of the rebellion, nor

any claim for emancipated slaves. All this has
been provided for in the acinal reorganization
of the late rebel Stales under the President's
instructions. The plan of Congress, by bill,
farther provides to exclude from all federal
offices certain classes of leading and active participantsin the rebellion, a provision which is
also based npon the administration policy.
Thus far, then, the plan of Congress is hot a

clumsy revamping and half-soling of the President'splan. The point of divergence Is the
third section of the joint committee's amend-
mont, which propones to disfranchise till the
4th of July, 1870, all persons concerned In firingvoluntary aid and comfort to the late rebellion.Strangely enough, too, thin propositionpassed the House against a majority the
other way. But bowT The answer to this
question solves the whole cane. There
are three factions in Congress.the radicalrepublicans, the moderate republicans
and the copperheads. The radioal taction
and the copperhead fection are each operating
on an independent tack for the next Presidency.
The moderadoes, or third faction, are cutting
in and out for the spoils of the present administration,but at every blast of the party
trumpet of -Stevens they fell into the wake of
the radicals. Mr. Raymond is a specimen
brick of these so-called conservatives. Most
conspicuous am ong the opponents of this aforesaidthird section In the House, his adhesion to
it in his vote, under the whip of Stevens, was

tho most prominent feature In the day's proceeding.
It is the next Presidency that has divided

this Congress into these three wrangling
factions.the next Presidency and the spoils oi

, the present admlnixtration. But if we can
i settle now, as we think we can, this question
' of ths next Presidency, we are satisfied thai
r Congress will and It easy work to fall in feirly
r

with President Johnson's Southern policy. He
, has declared that h# is not a candidate for
, another term, and we believe him. He L« not,

therefore, engineering tor another election.
r The copperheads are noisy in their admiration
t

or him: but who imagine# that they dream oi
making him their candidate T The moderate

i republicans go with the administration for tb<

IK HEKALPy WKDNESPA
spoils of to-day, but with ths radioals tor tho

plunder of to-morrow.
" * "

ot Mr. Seward's newspaper organs hM
warned the republioan party that If this thing
of the restoration of the Southern States be not
s&ttted before the Presidential election there
will be civil war. But we say it will be settled,if we can settle now the Presidential question,and we believe that in the pnbllc mind
this question ia already settled. General
Grant is the man. A million of Union soldiersare waiting to give him their sufj
frages, and another million or more of the
Union men of the war are ready to back their
soldiers. Convention or no convention, he is
good for the solid vote of the Northern States
and for some of the Southern States. No divisionsor reconstructions of parties or States can

touch him, because be is the champion and the
candidate of the great Union party of the war.
xue ctiau m very Hiinpio. mis puny owm w

General Grant a heavy debt If they cannot
pay it they intend to recognize it by hit electionto the White House in 1868, and because
they know that he is the man for the place,
especially in the reconstruction of our foreign
relations, which will then be the main work in
hand.

Accordingly, leaving the copperheads out
of the question, the inquiry recurs what
have the radicals to gain from their
present factious opposition to President
Johnson and }iis policy, or what have
they to lose by supporting him when the
public sentiment of the whole country is in
favor of hiB plan of reconstruction, and when
Stevens himself has been constrained to adopt'
it in order to carry his additional restrictions?
Why all this Bapping and mining for the next
Presidency, when that affair is a foregone conelusion?It is a radical blunder to be hedgingand ditching against Andrew Johnson as a

Presidential candidate. Common sense, as well
as common justice, should teach this Congress
to abandon its factious absurdities and all such
stultifications as that third section and that
riAlnwo/lA ¥>111 a /I tn iloal liAnOfltlv ivitfl Alt
WlVIdUV Mlllj MUU W V4VIII IIVUWOIIJ n >«u wia

honest and consistent administration.

The Frcedmen'n Baresa and General
Howard'* Explanation^

We pnbHgh to-da^a Itfjtej; ?T$J)9 Major General6. 0. Iloward, CommissioneroTthe Freedmen'sBureau, in which that officer attempts an

explanation in regard to charges made abont
t.Le workings of the Bureau in the Southern
States. Wc also give a letter from Assistant
Commissioner Whittlesey, in charge of the
Freedman's Bureau in Raleigh, North Carolina,
in which he acknowledges the fact that a freedmanwas brutally shot by one of the attaches
of the Bureau; but neglects to say anythingabout other charges preferred in
the report of Generals Steedman and Fullerton.It will be seen that General Howard
admits one of the main accusations; that is,
that the chief and subordinate and representativesof the Bureau in certain localities were
" running plantations'" and fhrnlsbing rations to
their negro hands at government expense, for
their own personal benefit. Nor d6e* he deny
or explain the charge that the same officers
wore bartering away the services of the freed
negroes and allowing them to bo sent awny
from home associations and separated from

family tics, under cireuniswnces ut as mucu

onieliy as ever characterised similar acta on

the part of the late rebellions slaveholders.
The Commissioner, when he refers to the high
personal character of a Rev. Horace James, ono
of the managers of the Bureau in a Southern
Slate, neglects to mention another reverend

gentleman, a liev. Mr. Filz, also a br-eau superintendent,whoso Inhuman conduct toward
the poor blacks under his charge is only rivalledby the Audersonville atrocities. lie entirelyignores the existence of the specific
charges of ?orrnption, malfeasance and crnolty
alleged In the report of Generals Steedman
and Fnllerlon, and dismisses the whole report
under the sweeping declaration that the friends
of the Be vaii may rest assured that every
shadow of accusation of complicity in crime on

tlie'parl ol the officers of the Burean in North
Carolina "Is ntterly without foundation."
Generals Ste; ilman and Fnllerton are men of
honor; they bear a military reputation beyond
reproach, and no soldier can ever do
so against whom a charge of a wilfulwant of veracity can fairly rest.
Gonernl Howard Is surely committing a breach
of military etiquette when he makes a public
statement of this kind against officers who
»peak from a knowledge of facta obtained on

the spot, while the Commissioner himself is deliveringsympathizing speeches to negroes in
this city, far from the scene of operations. The
General says nothing about General Ely, of the
Bureau, running five plantation! in Booth Carolinaat government expense.an interesting
fact that 1b Just being ventilated. In abort,
General Howard aeetna to have adopted the
plan of the radical newspaper*, and by raising
a hne and cry abont General* Bteedman and
Fullerton confining their investigations to the
opponents of the inRtltution as far as they have
gone, to screen the misdeeds of those into
whose hands the administration of the concerns
of the Bureau in the Southern Stales is intrusted.
The whole system is a bad one badly managed.It reminds as of the times when Warren

Hastings was ths British Governor General In
India. History tells ns that Hastings was unscrupulousand cruel, bnt resolute. He depopulatedwhole districts by his exactions and committedacts of signal injustice. But, like the
radicals In Congress, success followed him. Ho
defeated opposition in his council, overawed
the minority, reftased to obey the orders of the
Board of Directors of the East India Company,
and was denied the support of the horns governmentEdmund Burke, In 1786, brought articlesof Impeachment against him. He was

charged with numerous acts of oppression, with
desolating whole regions of British domain,
with peculation and corruption, with exciting
useless warn, and with various acts dishonoring
the British name. But he so adroitly managed
to flatter ths British that publle opinion chattgsd

' In his fhvor, and Instead of the ehnrgee being
sustained, they were all dismissed. It would,
no doubt, be the same with our radical Conigrass wore charges brought against any officer
of the Freedmtn's Bureau, from ths highest tc
the lowest. Mo matter how plain a case «

cruelty, peculation, corruption or oppression
could b# mads out against any of the offlcen
of ths Fraedmen's Bureau; no scatter how cleat

oast of dishonoring the American name
r which these asen are ooatianally doing; n<
i mutter how shamelessly they may wort
» (or the sternal dismemberment of tin
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Union, th® radloals In Congress would

I raise cry, "It Is an opposition trick,"
«-- j«Unon«nt wonld bo nllo^cd to *°

and iue
~ I

cot free. It is the duty of tbese m»u ..

tee that the law of Congress, imperfect and
bad as It may be, ia properly and humanely
enforced; that injustice ia not done; that the
public good and resources are not made to
subserve private ends, and that, instead of

keeping np irritation and harassing the feelingsof a conquered bnt proud and brave people,they do all in their power to restore harmonybetween the North and the South, and
plant the Union upon a firmer foundation than
ever. Without they do this, and uniem they
can furnish better evidenoes of the beneficial
workings of the Bystem than those now before
the pubiio, the whole system must eventually
be abandoned.
The BtIIi of the National Banks and

Mismanagement ot Government Finances.
The rottenness of the Merchants' National

Bank at Washington ought to arouse the peopleto a consciousness of the evils of this nationalbank svstem. There have been some

failures before, but this ia the worst of any.
We may very justly denounce the men who
bare been concern d In these failures, and
those who have been guilty of such gross mismanagementof other people's money. In this
last case of the Merchants' National Bank there
seems to be good ground tor a criminal prosecution;and it is to be hoped that, if the governmentcan reach any of the parties in this
way, they may be arrested and tried forthwith.
The managers of the bank, Bayne & Co., PaymasterPaulding, and every one concerned in
this infamous transaction, should certainly be
overhauled without gloves. But it is not this

particular case that concerns us so much as It
is the whole rotten system of national banks.
They are a snare for confiding depositors
and a fraud upon the country. We have been

endeavoring to make the people understand
this for some time past, and qow we think their
attention will be aroused. - There are undoubtedlymany sound banks, and particularly in
this city, organised under the National Bank
act, but this is not because they are national
bank*. They were sound before as old banks,
anc! aft ftbnu independent of their existence

aj national banks. Bat throughout the country
the new system gives facilities for the wildest
speculation and swindling.

These national banks hare not been long
in existence and have greater advantages
than banks ever had before both to preserve
their credit and make money; yet we see

by the late failures that they may be as

rotten as the worst wildcat banks. The peoplehave been disposed to regard them as safe
as the Sub-Treasury Itself because they are

called national banks, and have no doubt
trusted them with deposits to a very great
extent on that account It is seen by this last
failure that an agent of the government placed
a very large sum in the bands of one of
them and lost it Others may do the same.

We caution the public not to be too confiding.
The bonds deposited as security for their circulationare no security for deposits. It is the
duty of the government to protect the people
in this respect, especially as the banks have
been given a sort of national character by the
legislation of Congress. If there be any law in
existence by which these institutions can be
overhauled they ought to be thoroughly ventilatedat once. If there be not such a law
Congress ought to pats one immediately. Let
all their transactions be exhibited to the public
at short and regular intervals, and let the governmenthave an inspecting and supervisory
power over them. The sooner they are put out
of existence the better; but while they exist
under the authority of the general government
it is the imperative duly of the government to
aee that the people be not swiudlod by them,
for they have been brought into existence by
and in the name of the government, and the
psople trust them on that account.

It may require u little time to remodel our

banking system, but the process ought to be
commenced at once. The present national
bank system has not yet got so deeply rooted
as to create much disarrangement in eradicatingit. Lot the monstrous evil be uprooted,
then, before it acquires too much power.
has all the elements for becoming more powerfuland dangerous than the old National Bank.
Congress ought, therefore, during the present
session to repsal the act creating the national
banks. It ought to provide for the withdrawal
of their circulation and substituting for that its
own legal tender greenbacks, which would be a
fur more desirable and sounder currency. The
amount thus issued in greenbacks, la place of
the national bank currency, would buy up or

retire the Interest paying bonds now deposited
by tbe national banks as security for tbeir circulation,and save from fifteen to twenty millionsof dollars a year to tbe country. At tbe
samo time we should be ssvuig this vast
amount the people would have a currency
they much prefer.a currency based upon and
guaranteed by tbe government Itself.a currencywhich would approximate to a specie
standard mncb sooner than any other. The
entire volume of the currency would not be
increased; it would be only substituting one

kind for anotkef.the national bank for the
irrMubaek. the less valuable for a more vain-
able one.

Tbo more we look at this matter the more we
are atrnck with the glaring Inconsistency oflend
lag the national baaka and the capitalist* connectedwith them money In the form of national
currency.a cnrrency baaed upon the credit of
the government.without any oharge, intereet
or advantage, while at the aame time It la payingtve per cent Intereet to theee capitalists
for money It deea not need. We any lending
money to the national banks, or letting them
have the nee of It for nothing, because the
government pays theee banks Intereet on the
bond* which are pledged for the cnrrency, and
because the government 1leeIf ought to have
the proite on the circulation of that currency
which H now gtvea to theee hanks. In fact, the
g i)MinnaMl makes a gift to a clam of capitalists
of aome twenty mlllkma of dollars a yaar
oader the act of Mr. Chase creating the national
banks, without the laaal equivalent The people

r of eonraa have to pay thin indirectly. This h
> tbo worst kind of class legislation. It la enr

rlohlng a great moneyed monopoly at the ex

i pease of the people. If the aaaonnt thai
l lavished upon the pet Institution of Mr. Cham
r and the radicals were Mved, as It might be, il
, would, at compound interest, liquidate tbs
> national debt in forty yearn. The whole aye
i tem of ear finances fo wrong la Inception
» frone In (be foundation, and both dangeroui

E SHEET. v

and roinooa in its consequences. A change fa j
greatly needed; and we hope members of Con- I

gresa will educate themselves anon thj fah}ept |

40 £ tdWmoiel the u an early

day. 4V*r matjdy #fijjh is worthy of
There is anou... da ** 8ub*

notice, now that we are touv.

ject of our national finances. The governmdO* (
has been paying five per cent on depcaiis
made in the Treasury. It pays this for the use

of the money of individuals as bankers do. It
lends its own money, in the form of the national
bank currency, at the same time, for nothing.
Such inconsistency in financial operations is
without a parallel in modern times. The men
who make the laws upon such matters, and the
Treasury officials who make regulations regardingthem, have the crudest notions. All
they do seems to be for the benefit of the
bankers, or a moneyed monopoly. They act
as if they were the agents of the banks and
capitalists and not the servants of the public.
They have but one idea, that of banking for
the profit of individuals. They cannot divest
their minds of counting-house notions when
managing great questions of national finance
and ourrency. Yet, strange to say, if they
were to act upon the same prinoiple as man-

agere of bonks as they do In acting for the
government, they would soon ruin the businesscommitted to their bands.

It is reported that the five per cent interest that
has been allowed on deposits is to be reduced to
lour per cent This may be very well; and we

do not see why the government need pay intereston anything except the debt and actual
loons. The amount of money deposited in the
Treasury by individuals is of little if any advantageto the government, while it may be
a great convenience to the depositors. It is
worth something to have one's money in such
a perfectly secure place ; and the certificates
of deposit, being made transferable, are very
convenient in trade, saving the trouble and

expense the transfer of specie would involve.The government does not need this
money if the Treasury Department be properly
managed ; then why pay interest for it ? The
benefit is all on the side of those who make
the deposits for their own convenience. Banks
pay an interest on permanent deposits, or on

auoh as can only be drawn out within a given
period, because they use the money in business
tf)d make a profit put of it; but the governmentdoes noT use the money in that way, and
does not need it at alL To pay these depositorsinterest, therefore, seems unreasonable.
It is in keeping with our general crude and
defective system of financial management.

Divorcing nr Referees and Star Chamber
Decrees..The process of divorcing married
parties by decision of referees and special decreesof courts in chambers is becoming so

frequent as to involve a serious quostlon as to
the propriety of this mode of separating man

and wife and its moral effect upon the community.A few days since we had the case of Tilt
versus Tilt in chambers, in which the defend-
ant husband alleges that the plaintiff wife is
urged through the influences of spiritualism to
seek a divorce. The parties are wealthy, and
supposed to be respectable, the defendant
being charged with receiving an annual income
amounting to from thirty to thirty-fivo thousanddollars.a sufficient amount, in most
cases, to secure the stamp of " respectability/'
This case has thus far been heard only in
chambero, principally by affidavits, the complainingand defending parties both being heard
through counsel. The oase has now assumed a

shape in which the Judge (Barnard) has concludedto set it down for some early day, to be
beard in opon court Some months ago a

female spiritualist loctorer, who was making a

great deal of money, got rid of her hnsband
through a star chamber decree in Brooklyn.
One of onr courts in chambers has now on

hand the case of Saxton versus Saxton, in
which an effbrt is made to dcpiive a minister
of the gospel of his better or worscr half by a

uecmon 01 rererves, wiiuuiu toe uvieuuuui

having had a particle of intimation that such
an action was.going on, other than whit
he ascertained through the law reports of a

newspaper. The grounds of divorce in this
case are based upon the alleged fact that the
hQsbamt Lis visited certain Immoral places In
certain streets, in regard to which ho solemnly
declares ho has not the slightest knowledge.
The witness upon these allegations did not
appear when the case was up, and counsel
stated be could not be found. Whereupon
Judge Barnard declared that " in future he
should compel all witnesses in divorce suite to
come before him and give their evidence in
open court. There should be no more referencesby him. If people are too 'respectable'
to come into court, let them keep oat of it."
We believe this determination to be a proper

one. The referee system of procuring divorces
is a corrupt and dangerous one. It existed for
a long time in England, but we believe it has
been abandoned, and except where all parties
agree all divorce cases are now tried in that
country ia open oonrt The English papers
are filled with reports of sack trials, and when
the parties have any pnblio notoriety.and
several of the kind have flgnred within the past
few years.the ample columns of the London
press (tarnish most copious details ot the evidence.We have no doubt many cruel and
arbitrary decrees or divorce are rendered'
through the star chamber and referee system
which njver heard of by the public.
It operates e$eoM) kjrd in the oases of wtvee
who, ignorant of the law an,? without means,
are divorced from inhuman hdeo^d* nP°n
oaprlce or frivolous and fraudulent pr£W>t*withouta summons or any notification that
such a ease is pending. We have seen ho?
wtvee, influenced by religions or spiritual fanaticism,or overwhelmed by parental author-
Ity ud discipline, bare consented to seoret
actions of divorce from husbands who certainly,it would appear from their sworn affidavits,are entitled to aama opportunity for de>
fending themselves and their repotatlona
against damaging allegations In afldavtta
which any pettifogging and nnacrnpnlona law*
yar may Invent We hope the example of
Judge Barnard will be followed la all divorce
cases coming before oar courts, and the star
chamber and refrree system altogether abolished.
Wants*.Amman Head Caimm..We are

fleoded at this time with head centres, bat are

still deficient in one department Stephens Is
Hand Centra of the Fiaians, Santa Anna of the
Macleans, Gran of the Opera, Connelly at the
Custom House and Thad Stevens In Congress;
but the Mse Beard Is without a ssmpstent
head. Round M It«C

the I** poeltV^ely required 6t all """

No country wtoK-^. rfO*l~+
~~ -"""H

SftKlTOB StIWIBT OS RscONSTRrCTION..llH
Senator Stewart, of Nevada, doee not succeedH
la reoonstruoting the Union It will not be be-H
cause be doee not make the effort A fewH
weeks since he introduced a plan of reoon-H
'motion at the suggestion of Hangman Foote.H

,w days afterwards he proposed a modifl-^B
feW * did not suit in all particulars,^!

cation. .
-

. t0l*ward with another amend-H
and he dftjne *^a despatches of yeeter-H
ment Our Washing.^ oresented still u-l
day announced that he hau

,
- though heH

other amendment It seems a» time,I
ought to get something to suit by thia 'I
and make himself fltmous as the great pacilloa- I
tor, which he appears to be laboring so hard I
to accomplish. As none of bis projects w.11
answer we advise him to make one more effort
and offer the plan of President Johnson as a I
substitute for his own and all others now be- I
fore Congress. This Is the most sensible and I
practical way for him to make himself usefhL I

Gltjr Intelligence. I
Apctio* Sals or Fexav Lkasc..The rights to operate I

three ferries betwsea this city sad New Jersey, forte* I
years from the let of June nest, together with the dock I
privileges on the New York side, were sold yesterday aS I
theOity Hall, under the direction of Comptroller Bran- I
nan. The leases disposed of were those of the Jersey I
City ferry, at Corllandt street of (heWeehawken ferry, at I
Pnil.jwniiil ilMrf anil nf a nrnnoaad new fOITV froDa I
the toot of Spring street to any point on the New Jersey
ehore that may bo found preet cable. The lease of Ute
Cortlandt etroot ferry wan tir t offered, and was

aold at $7,600 a year, to the New Jersey Jiailruad
and Transportation Company. Hie present owner*. The
auctioneer said that this franchise was worth $40,000.
The lea** of the ferry to be established at ttic loot at
Spring street was uexi offered, uud after some lively
bidding was finally sold for $8,000 The lease of the

Forty second street furry was the last one put up, and
was gold to the Wcehawkcn Ferry Company lor $330.
The loft over Franklin Market was then dl-posod ot for
five years fir $1,626 a year, and thus ended the .-ule. It
is understood that the now ferry to Hobolcen will be eetabllshodsoon, and will run incunneoiion with the ferry
to Fort Leo.

Mekca.ntils Lirraht Asboctatioh. Election or OrncDts..Theannual election of the officers of tho MercantileLibrary Association took place yesterday, at

Clinton Halt. The polls wore open from eight o'clock,
A. V . till nine o'clock, f, M., and during tho entire Jar

balloi'.r" k'DC no briaWy by the nuuioroust»
tho respective canJ'd*1"* When the poils closed at niua
o'clock in the evening tlwro wer# F«t several li ndred
voters crowding forward, eager to deposit- the.r ballot^
but who found themselves *oo late at tho fair."
The elcctiou resulted in the choice of the followia^

officers:.President. Aaron C. AileCt Y'CO Precidcnl, A.
Judson Mono: t orrospondlng .Sccrotif.f, ^'arbanlel D.
White; Itecord nx .'ocretary, Georyo B. Emory: ito»surer,Samuel B. I.yon: Directors, Charles H. Patrick,
. eymour A. Bunce, William L. Ba ley, E. V. Norton,
Geo. T. Aruoux, John M. Coulter, Edward G. Mitturin.

KxrTmti or tot Stotxt Cljukwo Commuhossa At

racetlog of the commlnioa for cleaning the etreela,
held at the Mayor's oitlce yesterday at ten A. M., a renolutlonwas passed authorlzlnc the paym nt of the semimonthlycontractor*. Mr. Jackson Buhulta concurred In
tlie resolution.
Columbia Colteoi ConYxwranxar..The commencementexercises connected with the law school of ColumbiaCollege will take placo thia evening at tha room*

of the Historical Society, corner of Eelcventh street and
Second avenne. In addition to tho valedictory and
a umoi oration* an addreaa will be delivered by Mr. GL
R Kirkland. The customary degrees will also be oonferrcdupon the members of the graduating class and tha
annual prizes awarded.
A Lomer Pius Nctsaxcs..'The attention of the PoIlM

Commissioners is called to a nuisance existing at the
corner of Bethnne and Greenwich street*. It consist* el
a pile or lumber standing on the north side of Bethnaa
street, convenient to some shade trees and partially coweringthe sidewalk. The obstnrtion In Itself is bed
enough, bat It Is made Mill worse for the very respectableneighborhood by being ronvertod into a place el
nixhlly rendezvous for a number of shameless persona
of botn sexc, who scandalize the ladles and gentlemen
pa<w,ng by Ibolr actions and obsccue conversation. II
would be well for the Metropolitan Pollco to remove the
lumber and ibus break up the concern.

I.AvaniNO Gas..Dr. Colton will give one of bis exhibitionsat the Cooper Institute this evening, at which
twelvo gr ntleraen and aiz ladles are to Inhale the ezhU
arat.ng element,

r* . . n. U«A.. hM-m Uwuuv

of the Fifth precinct, arroated Caroline Boutherland,
woman of Intemperate habit*, on the chance of baring
stolen a silver watch, worth twenty-one dollar* front bee

employer, Mr. Charlea C. Konaid, living at No. S Denbrowe*street. Caroline was placed In a cell, where, al
four o'clock yeafrdax morning, doorman Ferris din or*
rred b-t In a dying condition. Police Burgeon Kennedy
was call -d, bat before he reached the station < arellna
was dead. Coroner (iambic was uotitled to bold an Inquest.

Uetltab
on. optlkh'r choral fbstital.

One of the grandest and most eoul.etirnng musical
entertalnmenta given tbla season la the metropolis wan

presented to a large and critical audience last night al

Irving Uoll. A number of selections from Mendelssohn'*
Elijah constituted one part of the programme. Maetee
Toodt's rendering of the grand atr "Hear ye, I-rael," wan
admirable in every respect The eboni es, conducted
by Mr. Oeorge W. Morgan, were given with a precision
and expression a-icb as no chorus of mlied roteae
conId supply. Tboae sixty boy sopranos with young;
clear, frisli and pare voices, supported by flerty
tenors end banes and accompanied by Dr. Cutler on the

organ, and Messrs. Ollder and Johnston on the two grand
pianos, should he heard by all lovers of music In tbla city
lotto wonderful chorus, "Thanks be to God; Hi loveth
Uio thirsty land." The word* came forth Iron the
hundred voices as distinct as if from one; not the *Mfhestshade of expression was winting, and, above all, al
every pause no one could detect a want of unity or pea
oia'-on. It seemed a* (I a polyphonic chord wm
struck on some mighty instrument by one msrtas
baud. The dialogue between Elijah and the yealfe
was sung by Mr. Oeorge Aiken, batee, and Maetsi
Raeburn. The Immortal eompoeer, bad be beta
present last night, would have been aaah
better pi need with Dr. Cutler's vocalists than he wasM
the rehearsal* of the Oratorle et Eseter Hall, where n
moat uaraly and inefficient chorus almost drove Ma
mad. The chunta at Irving Hall had no sluggish taaSarpretenamong them. Too much of the voeal innMe we
bear In New York la only mechanically artistic but thb
churn* made their hearers feel the sp rit of Meadetamtok
Dr. Cutler deserve* the utmost praise for the efflMeney
of bta antiphonal choir. On Thursday evening the ssas
programme will be oSirred It la a pity that there mm
b* only two such pertormaoore given this asnaea. 7*1
should be continued every mini aurta*toe preaoat m
following WNk, as wtm their awnu art asm* knows ta
lb* muate-lovlng public Irrtag Ball will nn( be abU M
boM lb* audiences aaaking atabM to them.

HIM rtOMKOI Kick's COXCKKT.
It Is not unftwqoenflT aa unpleasant task to eitawda

first appoarmnos. The atlaapt to tores npoa tbo pwMto
stngsra of limited attainments sad pianists of gosattotoaMeproficiency Is so ofloa rsoswod that of loto tots
rsnoBtssnin bars ranturod lo eoll tbo trot frills.sweat
or biiter.of a d.bnt. Nevertheless, by some udocoowoSaMooaprtos on the part of the public, a larco aad eppaortailro saoambiy gathered last evening at the Brooklya
Aoadsmy of Ifsale, aad welcomed a norloe to tho juosssS
room, who sook proved borealf worthy tho applsaoo
which was liberally bast awad oa bar. Miss rtortasa
Rico, tbo debutante, pnnsssm a|rich cootrails vateo of
extended compom, almost perfect srenaoos, aad groat
aea^diit^. Tbo aotoo of| the tower register are soma

what fuller ttaa tho upper aotoo, tho grolnaMi^
bowerar, being aoarty uniform and unbroken. ffet
first effort, a coratiaa "Akt o'srtsnto," by Morcads1%
wv' admirably adapted to hrt* out tbo rtohaaso of tho

aiagor '.i rolco, boworsr liuto populorHy may aeonso bo
tho oompeolUoo ebcooK tor Uiot parpooo. Harlag bona
aaoarad, as la Raatfal'i dan "Darb Day of orw," tad
la a aeoood duo toam U Jhsirtta, she gars us a etohg
solo, a sweetly moaotoaoao song, by Raya, ' Mrtmsailbo," which sbe nadarod with groat depth of ssptsm
won and eiocUeat taoto, Tho ptugrosamoji sgrtiifc
baoido tho above oosaod awruaaan, n noaioitti by Rot
11 Sulla poppo del mio brti " wbsoh svao Mr. I j
Campbell's admirable rotoo tailed So drag beyoad tho
pole of medio rity as a mosteal prsdaottoa, aad a two*,
tine from Jtabwoa, suae by Mra Marts Abbott; toiltsh
"Beware," given with post brio by Mr. Oeetla,
whom roles and method are constantly Improving:
and o vary oomatoaptoto aoag, " I've Brought
Tboo oa fry Loaf/' auag by Mia Rogerw
whose meaao-aopraao Is of good rimpoos, bob
lock* la a moaouro, fioilbtllty aad swaolaooa Mafomo
Kugsaio do Roods Moo, the pianist, o Sibotaste in thto
etty, noooaasso bat tow of the oitaiomento roquiatio to
testify bar claims to ear eoootdofmitoo oa oa artist, (too
displayed anther power aor brtlliaocy of esecsiioe nor
toy knowledge of tho ontaaoo of obadtag, her perform
oaoo botog bat tho ualooptoed laterprototloa of Mng
wbteh she noaaot or do. oot Tho oioaiai
woo broufbl u a eloee by the guartol from Martha,
wood Mgbt," which Mho Rioo, Mra kigsra, wf

Mosma Chrtta aad fhmpbtR sere with rather mora
aotoo thoa ftotow woaMeaso to bam boomwed upoa (Ma
porttnohwoompooMtoa. Mr. Ooo W Ootoy acted aa earn

. dfidfif Muaaatowt thg rn.B .IWBfiRrt.tan am"


